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Fibre cement 
 

   
 

   
 
Look at any industrial zone around the country and you’ll still see acres of asbestos profiled sheets on the roofs – 
there are literally millions of them still about.  But when the dangers of asbestos came to light resulting in the ban of 
the product, a strong and long lasting roofing replacement was needed.  And the solution was fibre cement. 
 
For the industrial and domestic markets, fibre cement is now not usually chosen unless it’s for patching up.  For these 
applications it’s been superseded by more insulating materials such as composite panel and single skin metal profiled 
sheeting fitted with rigid insulation. However for the agricultural market, fibre cement remains the favourite for 
livestock buildings as condensation and sound transfer is greatly reduced when compare to single skin metal sheets. 

 
Main features 
Compatible with old asbestos profiles, fibre cement will not rot or decay, is relatively straightforward to install using 
simple tools, is available in natural grey and painted colours, has a full range of accessory flashings and rainwater 
goods, and comes with 30 year guarantee and full BBA certification 03/4049. 
 
IƻǿΩǎ ƛǘ ƳŀŘŜΚ 
Fibre cement is cement mix with natural and synthetic fibres which when formed using the exact same profiled 
moulds and reinforced with polypropylene strip, produces a superior product with many similar or more favourable 
properties as asbestos sheeting but without the hazard.   
 
Which Profile? 
Many of the older asbestos profiles are now obsolete, leaving 2 main profiles available 3” and 6”, which we call FC3.  
FC6 and The bigger profile FC6 is most commonly used.  As a general rule with its smaller profile and lesser choice of 
colour and fittings, FC3 is used for smaller buildings.  Curved fibre cement can be hard to get hold of (but not 
impossible ) and accurate measurement of the degree is vital.  If you are trying to match up an obsolete profile, it’s 
worth ringing us as we may be able to provide an alternate if the form of a GRP rooflight or a metal sheet fabricated in 
our workshop. 
 
Colours and Coatings 
Fibre cement is most commonly supplied in natural grey, but there is also a standard range of colours design to blend 
into the countryside. These shown here are provided as a guide only as will appear differently from monitor to 
monitor.  Look at the gallery for images of previously supplied projects. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Slate Terracotta Green Anthracite Dark Brown 

http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/gallery.php
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Fibre cement 
 
Not sure what else you need for your project?  
Take a look at the following list of components which are used in sheeting projects. You may only need some of them 
but you will need to have thought about whether you need them all or not!   We can deliver any of these products or 
the whole package if you want us to. 

 Z Purlins  

 Translucent rooflights - GRP or glass reinforced polyester comes in different grades and the type of 
application will dictate the one for your project. PVC is a cheaper alternative. 

 Tec screws with ‘wings’ and baz washers 

 Full range of open and closed ridges, barges and Accessories. See details below. These and others are 
available in natural grey and some colours. Please check. 

 Foam fillers 

 Rainwater goods, in fibre cement are available in natural grey only. Plastic and made-to-measure metals are 
all available) 

 
What about cost? 
As a major UK stockist of fibre cement, we are able to offer competitive prices.  In the current economic climate prices 
are changing daily, so please ring for an up to date quote. Each project is unique and we’d rather hear from you early 
on in the planning stage so you know of all the options, are aware of ways to cut cost without cutting corners, and end 
up with an accurate idea of the final price.  Here are some factors which affect pricing: 

Factors affecting price are: 
Colour required   Quantity required 
Delivery address    FC3 can be more expensive than FC6 
Stock availability 

 
How long from order to delivery or collection? 
We know that once you’ve decided on the sheeting, you’ll want to get your project started as soon as possible. 
Generally speaking lead-time is seven to ten working days after you place your order, although times may be extended 
if we are waiting for stock to come in. Collection of orders from our yard can speed things up considerably and we will 
always do our best to keep you informed.  
 
FIXING NOTES 
With our thirty years’ experience, here are some of the tricks of the trade, which will save you both time and 
frustration when fixing fibre cement:- 
 

 Fibre cement is considered to be non-fragile once it is installed, but it is heavy and needs careful handling so 
as not to chip corners or crack sheets. 

 Roof pitch should be a minimum of 5 degrees for FC6 and 10 degrees for FC3 or more. 

 Roofing sheets are fixed onto purlins running across the roof (not rafters which run down the roof!) 

 Allow a minimum of 150mm over lap end to end. 

 Some applications may require butyl strip for sealing over laps and side laps. 

 When spacing purlins, we suggest a minimum of 1.375m centres between them. 

 Purlins can be of timber, steel or light steel Z purlin. 

 Think about how much natural light you will need and plan rooflights from the beginning. Although they can 
be fitted retrospectively it’s much less hassle to do it now.  You have a choice of GRP or PVC.   

 Always use a minimum of 2 fixings per sheet on every purlin. Doesn’t sound many does it, but this is the 
recommended amount! 

 Always fix in the top of the profile self-tapping tec screws designed for the type of purlin you’re fixing into. 
Ensure the hole the fixing makes is 2mm larger than the fixing so that expansion of the sheet can be 
accommodated. 

 Start fixing sheets at the end of the building away from the prevailing wind so that the overlap is facing 
downwind. 

 When fixing ridge and barge flashings, use the appropriate length tec screw directly to the purlin.  

 If you need to, fibre cement is best cut with an angle grinder. 

 We can make bespoke metal gutters for valleys and difficult corners which you may well need to be fit before 
you start sheeting.  

All site H&S procedures, manual handling and risk assessments should be adhered to.

http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=57
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=31
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=36
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=51
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=51
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=57
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=51
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=57
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=36
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=36
http://www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk/catalog/index.php?cPath=1&cat=18
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Accessories for Fibre Cement 

Barge Board - Plain 
A 90 deg angle used to finish gable ends where the roof meets the wall. 
Available in 1800, 2400 and 3000mm lengths and in 200 x 200mm or 
300 x 300mm 

Cranked Crown Ridge ς Ventilating or Open 
Mainly used on agricultural buildings this closes off the ridge but still 
allows ventilation and therefore may not be totally weatherproof. 
Available in 750mm, 900mm and 1800mm and f roof pitches as above. 
* Please note the 1800m cranked crown sheets are fragile and further 

reinforcement will be required to conform health and safety in roof work 

regulations 

 

Adjustable Ridge 2 - Piece Closed 
Two piece ridge fitting, adjustable to roof pitches not covered by 
standard crown cranked ridges. Adjustable Ridge 2 - Piece Ventilating or Open 

 Two piece ridge fitting, adjustable to roof pitches not covered by 
standard crown cranked ridges and allows ventilation.  

Open Protected Ridge 
Only available 12.5 degrees 

1500mm long and plain-ended (not as shown) 

  

Cranked Barge Board  
Finished off the end apex of the roof when crown cranked ridge 
sheets are used.  Available in 1300 and 2200mm lengths and in 
200 x 200mm girth. 

Apron Flashing Piece  

Used where a sloping roof butts up to a wall. 
Length: 1060mm gives 1016mm cover 

 

Cranked Crown Ridge ς Closed 
Provides a smooth ‘closing off’ of the apex of the roof.  
Available in 900mm or 1800mm girth and a variety of roof pitch 
from 12.5, 15, 17.5, and 22.5 degrees.   
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 Storage and handling  

Co loured sheets and accessories should ideally be 
stored inside a building. Until the sheets are in position 
on the building they could be subject to damage from 
site debris and accidental collision. 

Rainwater, condensation and extreme weather 

conditions can also adversely affect the sheets 

(particularly coloured sheets) during storage. 

Stacks without additional timber cross bearers should not 

exceed 1200mm. Cross bearers should be no more than 

one metre apart. Different length sheets should ideally be 

stacked separately but if stacked with longer sheets they 

must be laid on the top and their cross bearers must line up 

vertically. 

If the sheets are supplied covered in shrink-wrapping. It is 

strongly recommended that the wrapping is NOT removed 

until the sheets are required for fixing. Should any sheets 

remain at the end of the working period the edges MUST BE 

COVERED. 

If several stacks are to be laid one on top of the other, timber 

cross bearers should be placed at 50mm intervals up to a 

maximum height of 3000mm. 

It is important that the ground is level and firm. 

If it is not possible to store the product inside a building, a 

suitable site should be selected. The ground should be firm 

and level and as close to the construction work as possible. 

The sheets must be stacked on cross bearers, thus raising 

them off the ground. A simple protective frame should be 

constructed and covered with a waterproof material. Air 

must be allowed to circulate all round the stack. The whole 

frame and stack should be tilted to encourage rainwater to 

drain freely. 

Crane handling should be careful to avoid damage to the 

edges of the sheets. Use rope slings (not chains) and over-

width spreaders to eliminate the possibility of damaging the 

edges of the sheets. 

The corners of the sheets are particularly vulnerable 

during transportation. 

Whether the product is stored inside or outside, the stacks 

should be regularly inspected to ensure that moisture has 

not penetrated the coverings. Coloured sheets are 

particularly vulnerable at this stage. 

Never push, drag or slide a sheet from a stack. Always 

consciously remove the sheet by lifting from the stack. 

Similarly, lift the sheet into position on a roof, do not push 

or drag over the purlins or other roof sheets. 

If an on-site lift facility is unavailable each sheet should be 

carefully removed by hand as described above. 

Once removed, sheets should be manoeuvred into position 

by two men, one at each end. Particular care should be 

taken in windy conditions 
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Your notes about Fibre Cement: 


